
1989 20241

Tier I Share of Funding / Number of Organizations 65% / 4
Avg per Org: $2,300,000

59.4% / 5
Avg per Org: $10,200,000

Tier II Share of Funding / Number of Organizations 25% / 7
Avg per Org: $500,000

23.9% / 34
Avg per Org: $600,000

Tier III Share of Funding / Number of Organizations 10% / 123
Avg per Org: $11,000

16.6% / 268
Avg per Org: $53,000

Total Funds Distributed $14 million $85 million
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A survey of all 304 funded organizations
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Form and facilitate stakeholder advisory group 

Reviewing and refining new models

Financial modeling and forecasting

Focused engagement and input opportunities

SCFD Board of Directors vote on the recommended

funding model and structure

Following adoption, SCFD transitions work to the

Colorado state legislature to draft and vote on the SCFD

Reauthorization statute

S i n ce  t h e  S C F D  fo rm e d ,  t h e  m e t ro - a rea ’s  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  n ear ly  doubled ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  o rg a n i z a t i o n s
f u n d e d  h a s  m ore than doubled ,  a n d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  f u n d i n g  d i s t r i b u te d  h a s  i n c rea s e d  by  m ore than
f ive  t im es .  D e s p i te  t h i s  i m p re s s i ve  g row t h ,  S C F D’s  co re  s t r u c t u re  a n d  m o d e l  h a s  re m a i n e d  re l a t i ve l y
t h e  s a m e .

T h e  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  C u l t u r a l  F a c i l i t i e s  D i s t r i c t  ( S C F D )  m a n a g e s  a  n e a r l y  4 0 - y e a r - o l d  s a l e s  t a x  i n  t h e
s e v e n - c o u n t y  D e n v e r - m e t r o  a r e a .  I t  p r o v i d e s  f u n d i n g  t o  3 0 0 +  a r t s ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  f r e e  d a y s  a t  a n c h o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  m o r e .  S i n c e  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  t a x  i n  1 9 8 8 ,  v o t e r s
h a v e  r e n e w e d  t h e  t a x  t h r e e  t i m e s ,  e a c h  b y  o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a r g i n s .

I n  2 0 2 8 ,  S C F D ’ s  4 0  a n n i v e r s a r y ,  v o t e r s  w i l l  b e  a s k e d  t o  r e a u t h o r i z e  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  t h e  f o u r t h  t i m e .
B e t w e e n  n o w  a n d  t h e n ,  t h e  S C F D  i s  c o n d u c t i n g  i t s  m o s t  t h o r o u g h  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  o v e r h a u l  s i n c e  i t s
f o r m a t i o n .  A i d e d  b y  a n  e x p e r t  a n d  d i v e r s e  c o n s u l t a n t  t e a m  a t  G B S M ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  u n d e r g o  a n  i n -
d e p t h  s t a k e h o l d e r  p r o c e s s  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  a n  u p d a t e d  m o d e l  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  t o  r i n g  i n
t h e  n e x t  e r a  o f  p r o v i d i n g  C u l t u r e  F o r  A l l .   

t h

SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL
FACILITIES DISTRICT

JOURNEY TO TODAY

 2 0 24  a m o u n t s  re f l e c t  t h e  p e rce n ta g e  o f  to ta l  d o l l a r s  d i s t r i b u te d  by  t i e r .  T h e  c u rre n t  s ta t u te  d i s t r i b u te s  f u n d s  by  t i e r  i n  two  d i f fe re n t  ra t i o s .  T h e  f i r s t
$3 8  m i l l i o n  i n  ta xe s  co l l e c te d  a re  d i s t r i b u te d  a s  fo l l ows :  T i e r  I  g e t s  6 4% ;  T i e r  I I  re ce i ve s  2 2 % ;  a n d  T i e r  I I I  g e t s  1 4% .  A l l  ta xe s  b eyo n d  t h e  f i r s t  $3 8  m i l l i o n
a re  d i s t r i b u te d  a s  fo l l ows :  T i e r  I  g e t s  57 % ;  T i e r  I I  g e t s  2 6% ;  a n d  T i e r  I I I  g e t s  1 7 % .

1

T h e  a d o p t e d  s t a t u t e  w i l l  b e  o n  t h e  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 8  g e n e r a l - e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t  f o r  i n - d i s t r i c t  v o t e r s .  I f  a
m a j o r i t y  o f  v o t e r s  a p p r o v e  t h e  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  t h e  n e w  S C F D  m o d e l  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  t a k e  e f f e c t
b e g i n n i n g  J u l y  1 ,  2 0 3 0 .

SCFD ROAD TO REAUTHORIZATION

For more information visit: scfd.org/reauthorization 

https://scfd.org/reauthorization/


15 Million People Served: Roughly three
times more people than those that
attended the Broncos, Avalanche, Nuggets
and Rockies games combined.

Tier II Funding Issues: Tier II organizations are
getting a lower percentage of the overall
funding than they did when the SCFD was
formed.  

4 Million Children’s Experiences: With
decreased school funding, particularly in
the arts, the SCFD plays a critical role in the
region’s education ecosystem.  

Tier III Mobility: The current model may
actually incentivize some Tier IIIs to avoid
advancing to Tier II status as they would get less
SCFD funding. 

3.9 Million Free Experiences: SCFD
organizations in all tiers regularly offer free
admission and programming to keep
money from being a barrier to science, arts
and culture. 

County Cultural Council Inconsistencies: Each
county uses different models, rules and criteria
to determine funding, potentially creating
increased administrative burdens on Tier III
organizations. 

304 Organizations Funded: The number
of organizations funded by the SCFD has
increased 47% more than the district’s
population since it was formed. 

Model Complexity and Transparency: The
distribution process is complicated and the
formula to allocate funding among Tier II
organizations is challenging to understand. 

Enabling Expanded Impact: SCFD’s
funding for general operating support
enables funded organizations to fundraise
for deeper and more meaningful
community impact and innovation. 

Funded Organization Concern: The current
model has fueled a level of concern around
unity and the impacts of funding across Tiers.

GET INVOLVED!
D r a w i n g  o n  l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d  f r o m  t h e  2 0 1 6  R e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  S C F D  B o a r d
o f  D i r e c t o r s  i s  f i r m l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h i s  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i s  a s
i n c l u s i v e  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

W e  w a n t  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y o u !  Y o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  R o a d  t o  R e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  i s  k e y
t o  e n s u r i n g  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  n e w  m o d e l  w e ’ l l  c r e a t e  t o g e t h e r .  V i s i t
s c f d . o r g / r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o r  s c a n  t h e  Q R  c o d e  t o  t r a c k  o u r  p r o g r e s s  a n d  d i s c o v e r  w a y s
t o  e n g a g e  a n d  s h a r e  f e e d b a c k .   

T h e  S C F D  h a s  e n a b l e d  t ra n s fo rm a t i o n a l  ex p e r i e n ce s  a n d  u n p a ra l l e l e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  a cce s s
a c ro s s  t h e  D i s t r i c t ’s  s c i e n ce ,  a r t  a n d  c u l t u re  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  i s  w i d e l y  re g a rd e d ,  n a t i o nw i d e  a n d
g l o b a l l y ,  a s  a  m o d e l  fo r  c u l t u ra l  f u n d i n g .  A s  t h e  re g i o n  h a s  g row n ,  t h e  S C F D  m o d e l  h a s  fa ce d
i n c rea s i n g  ch a l l e n g e s  i n  h ow  i t  o p e ra te s  a n d  i n  e n s u r i n g  e q u i ty  a m o n g  a l l  f u n d e d  o rg a n i z a t i o n s .  

IMPACTS AND CHALLENGES

Remarkable Regional Impact A Model with Challenges
In 2024, the SCFD delivered meaningful and
powerful results for the taxpayers in the
district:

This process will address challenges in the
current SCFD financial model and structure
including:

For more information visit: scfd.org/reauthorization 

https://scfd.org/reauthorization/
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